PERFINS of Great Britain. ————— —— King George VI 


King George VI - Festival of Britain issue. 


The Festival of Britain was a national exhibition held in 1951 to celebrate the nation’s 
achievements in the Arts, Industry and Science. Although the main event was held on 
London's South Bank from 4" May to 30" September, other events were held all over the 
country. At that time, shortly after the end of World War II, many of our major towns and cities 
were in ruins and regeneration was badly needed. It should be remembered that in 1951 
rationing was still part of everyday life. In fact, it was not until 3“ July 1954 that meat was de- 
rationed, ending all food rationing in Britain. The Festival, marking the centenary of the Great 
Exhibition of 1851, was officially opened on 3" May 1951, and open to the public the next day. 


To coincide with the festival, a complete range of postage stamps was envisaged, but in the 
event the General Post Office commissioned two commemorative stamps, the 2/2d and 3d, to 
celebrate the Festival, a new series of four high value stamps {2/6d, 5/-, 10/-, and £1}, and five 
low value definitives issued in different colours (Y2d to 22d}. 


Twelve artists were invited to submit designs for the two proposed commemoratives This 
produced some twenty-six designs, to which was added a design by Edmund Dulac who had 
been severely ill in hospital. His design was subsequently chosen for the 2Wd value. In July 
1950 it was decided to change the 3d value to 4d to cater for the forthcoming increase in the 
minimum overseas postage rate. 
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Unsuccessful design submitted by George Bellew. 
O Stamp Design Royal Mail Group Ltd (2014) 


Chosen designs: 
* Edmund Dulac - 242d ‘Commerce and Prosperity’. 
* Abram Games - 4d “Festival Symbol’. He also designed the official Exhibition symbol. 


Printing details: Printed in photogravure by Harrison & Sons Ltd, in sheets of 120 stamps, 
arranged in 20 rows of six stamps. 


Issued date - 3“ May 1951. 


Ouantities sold - figures are shown above each stamp. 
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The following table lists all known Perfin dies found on the “Festival of Britain’ issue 
of King George VI. 
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11 | A5800.02M 4d 
12 B001310 | B | 4d 


3 7 
m zd 
16 zd 


18 B2640.01 4d 
19 B2650.01 4d 
20 | B3030.01M B.G/Co 4d 
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23 a 
za m 
25 m 
26 zi 
z7 m 
28 zi 
29 zd 
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Catalogue | Late | ad | 4d 
Number SG513 SG514 
44 | D0290.01 D&B/B 4d 
45 Wl 
46 Wad 
47 zd 
48 Wad 
9 zd 
50 DMS 4d 
si zna 
52 Wad 
53 Wad 
sa zd 
56 zd 
57 Wad 
58 EMW 7d 
59 Wad 
60 za 
61 |  F0620.0IM 2d 
a Wad 
63 zd 
64 |  F2460.0IM FLd 2d 4d 
65 zd 
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a zd 
6 zd 
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15 Wd 
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79 sa 
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81 H&S dd 
82 Wad 
83 za 
sa zna 
85 sa 
86 zna 
87 ma E" 
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89 J3190.01 J.G.N 2d 
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Number SG513 | SG514 
136 | S1210.04M SC od 
137 Ad 
138 nd 
139 za 
140 zna 
141 m 
142 zna 
143 za 
144 zna 
145 za 
146 a 
147 za 
148 nad 
149 T&S dd 
150 zna | a 
151 TWL dd 
152 nd 
153 TWW 2d 
154 nd 
155 nd 
156 nd 
157 nd 
158 nd 
159 za 
160 nad 
161 zd ET 
162 ad 
163 nad 
164 W&S dd 
165 za 
166 129 dd 




















Three Perfin covers have been reported. 


“CC/C” used by the “Carron Company’, postmarked Falkirk, 16" May 1951. 

“SG” used by Société Générale. 

“U..C/C”” used by the ‘United-Castle’ Mail Steamship Co, postmarked Southampton, 
5" July 1951. 


The list is correct to 7" January 2019. 


Any additional information you can provide would be greatly appreciated. 
Please forward any new details to: 
Roy Gault (Catalogue Editor - contact details as in the Bulletin), 
or via e-Mail to Alastair Walter (Webmaster) at perfinsoc @ gmail.com 
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